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One

Raven Boy had no idea the
world was so big until he set h
out on his adventures with

Elf Girl.

@liley made quite a sight.
A boy with feathers in his hair, a girl in pointy-toed boots,

and a scrufty little rat, all clinging to a carpet speeding through
the air. Raven Boy, for that is who it was, also clung tightly to a
small glass bottle of water.

Theyd risked their lives in the Dread Desert to find the
oasis called the Tears of the Moon and taken some of



‘Unu

Pani s3 plece in aceastd
aventurd cu Fata-Spiridus, v
Biiatul-Corb habar n-avea

ci lumea e atat de mare.

GEra ceva sa-1 vezi.

Un baiat cu pene in pdr, o fatd in cizme ascutite i un sobolan
mic si zbérlit, tinindu-se cu totii bine de un covor zburator.
Baiatul-Corb — caci despre el e vorba — mai tinea strans in
mand si o sticlutd de apa.

Isi pusesera vietile in pericol in Desertul Groazei pentru a
gisi oaza numitd Lacrimile Lunii, ludnd cu ei i un strop din



the precious water it contained. He really didn’t fancy going
back for more.

Theyd sped out of the desert, across low hills and wide fields
and, much sooner than they would have liked, a town came
into view over the horizon. Their destination: Terror Town.

‘Are you sure this is a good idea?’ said Raven Boy to Elf Girl.

‘Of course it's not a good idea!” EIf Girl replied, snappily.
‘But we don't have any choice, do we? If we're going to save the
world from the Goblin King, we need the Tears of the Moon
and the Singing Sword. And we've got the tears, so...

‘So, we need the sword;
finished Raven Boy. ‘Yes, I know.

Id just rather not go to a place
called Terror Town, to look for
someone called Terrible Tim from the
Horror Hotel. That’s all’

‘And you think I would?’

Elf Girl gave Raven Boy a very hard
stare, as if she was searching for fleas.

“You know how you think you got
made smarter by that genie back
in the desert?’

Yes?” said Raven

Boy.
Tm not sure it
worked, she muttered.
Then the carpet,
whose name was Shona,

piped up...
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apa pretioasa de acolo. Baiatul tinea bine sticlufa, fiindca tare
n-ar fi vrut si se intoarca la oazi s-o umple din nou.

Se gribisera sd paraseasca desertul, traversand dealuri mici
si cAmpuri intinse, pentru ca apoi si vada un oras la orizont,
mult mai repede decit ar fi vrut. Destinatia: Orasul Ororii.

— Esti sigurd cd-i o idee buna? a intrebat-o Baiatul-Corb pe
Fata-Spiridus.

— Fireste ci nu-i o idee bund, s-a rastit ea. Dar avem de
ales? Daca vrem si salvam lumea de Regele Orc, ne trebuie
Lacrimile Lunii si Sabia Cantatoare. Avem lacrimile, asa cd...

— Asa cd ne mai trebuie sabia, i-a
luat Baiatul-Corb vorba din gura.

Da, stiu. Doar cd as prefera sa
nu mergem intr-un loc numit
Orasul Ororii ca sa-1 cautam
pe Tim cel Teribil de la Hotelul
Terorilor. Asta vreau sa zic.

— Si crezi cd eu vreau?

Fata-Spiridus l-a  sfredelit
cu privirea pe Baiatul-Corb, de

parca l-ar fi cdutat de purici.

— Stii cand ai spus cd duhul
ila din desert te-a facut mai
destept?

— Agsa, si?

— Nu-s convinsa ca a mers,
a mormadit ea.

Covorul, care se numea

Shona, a prins glas chiar atunci...
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‘Passengers should prepare for landing. Please
fasten your seat belts, return your arm rests to
the upright position, open your window blinds and
please note, the toilets are no longer in service’
Raven Boy and Elf Girl really didn’t like her bossy
behaviour.
‘What the monkey-face is she talking about?” said EIf Girl.
‘Shona!” said Raven Boy. ‘Don’t land’

‘Passengers are reminded that they do not have operational
control over take-off and landing. Passengers should...

‘Shonal” said Raven Boy, fiercely. ‘T order you not to land.
Not yet. I want you to circle the town first. Have a bit of a
look around’

‘Good idea; said EIf Girl.

‘See?” Raven Boy said. ‘I'm not as stupid as you think’

‘Passengers. ..

Just do it!" EIf Girl and Raven Boy screamed, and Shona
began to sulk. But she did as she was told.

The carpet slowed, and they flew above the rooftops of
Terror Town.

It was a big place. They saw all sorts of buildings, small
houses and big ones, some with several floors. There were twisting
streets and one or two broad avenues. There were squares with
trees and fountains, but the thing that caught their attention
was a large, ancient-looking castle sitting on a hill.

“That’s good, said Raven Boy. ‘Stay nice and high up. We
don’t want anyone to see us’

Shona silently obeyed, though the look on her face showed
how grumpy she felt about it.
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— Pasagerii sunt rugati sa se pregateasca de aterizare. Va
rog si vi puneti centurile de sigurantd. Ridicati manerele
scaunelor si obloanele. Atentie, toaletele nu mai pot fi folosite.

Biiatului-Corb si Fetei-Spiridus nu le placea deloc atitudinea
asta despotica.

— Ce tot balmajeste?

— Shona! a strigat Baiatul-Corb. Nu ateriza!

— Pasagerii sunt informati cd nu ei detin controlul
operatiunilor de aterizare si decolare. Pasagerii ar trebui...

— Shona! a strigat Biiatul-Corb cu inversunare. Iti ordon sa
nu te aterizezi. Nu inca. Vreau sa dai o tura mai intai. 53 vedem
putin imprejurimile.

— Buni idee, a spus Fata-Spiridus.

— Vezi? Nu sunt pe cat de prost md crezi.

— Pasagerii...

— Fa-o odata! s-au rastit Baiatul-Corb si Fata-Spiridus, iar
Shona s-a bosumflat, dar s-a supus.

Covorul a incetinit, plutind pe deasupra acoperisurilor
din oras.

Era o asezare mare. Au vazut tot felul de cladiri, care mai
scunde, care mai inalte, unele avind chiar mai multe etaje.
Erau strizi intortocheate si cateva bulevarde late, scuaruri cu
copaci si fantani, insa ce le-a atras atentia a fost un castel inalt,
stravechi, cocotat pe un deal.

—- E bine asa, a spus Baiatul-Corb. Ramai la
inaltime, ca un covor cuminte ce esti. Nu vrem
sa fim vazuti.

Shona s-a supus fara o vorba, desi se vedea pe
fata ei ca se sifonase.
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“There’s no one to see us; said EIf Girl. ‘Haven't you noticed?’

Raven Boy peered down. He had excellent eyesight, just like
a bird, and he could see that EIf Girl was not wrong.

The streets of Terror Town seemed to be empty, or so they
thought at first.

“There!” said Raven Boy. “There’s someone’

Elf Girl saw a little old lady bustling down the street. Under
one arm she carried a basket, which appeared to have food in
it. She ducked under an archway and was gone.

Now Raven Boy and Elf Girl saw a few more people, but, for
such a big town, it seemed rather deserted.

Raven Boy looked at EIf Girl.

Elf Girl looked at Raven Boy.

‘All right, she said, ‘since
youre the smarty-pants
now, what do we do?’

Raven Boy tried to
feel his super-smart brain
working in  amazingly
clever ways, but he didn't
feel any brighter than
normal. If only EIf Girl
had wished for him to be
super-smart all the time,
and not just said, T wish
you weren't so stupid all
the time’

Then hed know what
to do.
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— N-are cine sa ne vada, a spus Fata-Spiridus. N-ai observat?

Baiatul-Corb s-a uitat in jos. Avea o vedere excelentd,
intocmai ca o pasire, si s-a convins ca Fata-Spiridus are
dreptate.

Strazile pareau goale — sau cel putin asa crezura pe moment.

— Uite! striga Baiatul-Corb. E cineva acolo.

Fata-Spiridus a vizut o batranici mergand zoritd. Intr-o
mani tinea un cos ce pédrea plin cu mancare. A intrat sub
o arcada si dusd a fost.

Baiatul-Corb si Fata-Spiridus au mai vazut cativa oameni,
dar orasul pirea aproape pustiu, la cat de mare era.

B - Baiatul-Corb s-a uitat

= Sl la Fata-Spiridus.

Fata-Spiridus s-a uitat la

Baiatul-Corb.

— Bine, a spus ea, zi ce
sa facem, daca tot esti asa
destept.

Baiatul-Corb a incercat
sa-si puna in  miscare
creierul super-destept, dar
nu se simtea mai inteligent
decat de obicei. Ce bine ar fi
fost dacd Fata-Spiridus si-ar
fi dorit sd fie super-destept
tot timpul in loc sd spuna:
»Mi-as dori s nu mai fii asa
de prost tot timpul.”

Atunci ar fi stiut ce sa faca.
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He peered over the edge of the carpet again, and Rat dared

to walk up his back and sit on his head to look down with him.

‘Why don’t we land on a roof?” Raven Boy said. ‘Land on a
roof, so we have a bit of safety. Somewhere to leave Shona’

‘Leave me?’ cried Shona, surprising them

by coming out of her sulk so suddenly.

‘What do you mean, leave me?’
‘Well, I'm not wandering
around this place with you
rolled up over my shoulder;
said Raven Boy. ‘Well find a
quiet rooftop and leave you there
while we go and find the Singing

Sword!

Shona started sulking again.

“There!” said Raven Boy. ‘What about that one?’

He pointed, and Elf Girl nodded. Hed seen a large flat roof,
not too far away.

‘Good idea!” said Elf Girl. ‘Maybe you're smarter than you
look’

‘How smart do I look?” asked Raven Boy, but fortunately
for him, EIf Girl didn’t get a chance to reply.

Shona was being so sulky that she didn’t make any landing
announcements at all and plopped onto the roof so hard that
their bottoms hurt from the landing.

‘Bad carpet, said Raven Boy. ‘Very bad carpet!

Shona just vanished, back into the fibres of the carpet,
leaving them sitting on a rug on a roof, with no idea what to
do next.



S-a uitat din nou peste marginea covorului, iar $obolan,
ficAndu-si curaj, i s-a urcat pe spate si apoi in cap, ca sa se uite
cu el.

— Ce-ar fi s aterizam pe un acoperis? a spus Bdiatul-Corb.
Aterizdm pe un acoperis, ca sd fim in sigurantéd cat de cat. Si
putem s-o ldsdm pe Shona acolo.

— S4 ma lasati? a strigat Shona, care brusc, spre sur-
prinderea lor, nu mai era bosumflata. Cum adica?

— Eu n-am de gand sd merg prin oras cu tine facuta sul pe
umar, a spus Baiatul-Corb. Géasim un acoperis mai ferit si te
lasam acolo cat cdutam Sabia Cantatoare.

Shona s-a bosumflat din nou.

— Ala de colo! a spus Baiatul-Corb. Cum vi se pare?

A aritat cu degetul, iar Fata-Spiridus a incuviintat. Ochise
un acoperis mare si plat undeva nu prea departe.

— Buni idee! a spus Fata-Spiridus. Poate cd esti mai destept
decat pari.

— Cat de destept par? a intrebat Baiatul-Corb, dar, din
fericire pentru el, Fata-Spiridus n-a mai apucat sd raspunda.

Shona era atat de supdratd, ca nu i-a anuntat deloc la
aterizare; s-a trantit atat de tare pe acoperis, ca i-au durut

tundurile.
— Covor rau! a spus Baiatul-Corb.
Esti un covor foarte rau.

Shona s-a retras iar in fibrele
covorului si cei doi s-au pomenit
dintr-odata pe un covor oarecare,
sus pe un acoperis, neavand habar
ce sd faca mai departe.




